
FR. JAMES MEADE’S MESSAGE FOR JANUARY 19, 2020 
 
THE CATECHISM AND THE LITURGY THE INSEPERABLE MISSION  
OF THE LAMB OF GOD AND THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 
This Sunday is called Ordinary Time. In American English “ordinary” means usual, rather 
expected, some manner to which one has become accustomed. A closer translation to the Latin 
used by the Church is that these Sundays in Ordinary time attempt to capture things in the Life 
of Jesus which we share with Him as regularly scheduled hallmarks and benchmarks in the 
disciple’s spiritual life. In this “Second Sunday in Ordinary Time” the Church gives something 
like an echo of last week’s Baptism of the Lord where the facts of Jesus’ Baptism were 
recorded: This Sunday helps us through John the Baptizer’s witness to enter into the meaning 
of Jesus’s Baptism event.  
 
Cat. 604-609: What does it mean for Jesus to be The Lamb of God? The Church insists that 
there never has been nor will there ever be some person for whom Jesus did not suffer. Before 
the beginning of time God the Father particularly foreknew that human beings would abuse 
their freedom and utterly ruin God’s creation for themselves, individually and collectively. The 
response of God the Father was to create, anyway, and intended to take Divine responsibility 
for what He created by sending nothing less than His only begotten Word as our Savior. As a 
man and in time, Jesus manifests His acceptance for us to see in His identification with sinners 
for their salvation. Both in the Passover liturgical meals where the blood of a lamb marks the 
door lintel to ward off death for the inhabitants, as well as the scape goat which receives the 
sins of all who touch it the People of God were prepared to understand symbols for their 
salvation of a life giving remedy onto whom the sins of all would be transferred. Jesus as the 
Son of God is that only remedy, a love from God for us which came first prior to our asking for it 
or trying to merit it.  
 
Cat. 689 -690: The Joint Mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit The Catechism employs a line, 
“wherever there is the WORD there is the BREATH” that are both the one God. From His 
incarnation in Mary’s womb through his handing over of His spirit to His Father and to us, the 
Holy Spirit is jointly involved in every aspect of Jesus’s life and ministry. The Spirit is sent from 
Jesus on His mystical body, the Church, in order that we may participate in the life, work, and 
destiny which is uniquely our Lord’s own. 


