
It was the last day before the football team of a large University,  
was to play its biggest game of the season ... 

 
Unfortunately, the head football coach had just received the troubling 

news,  
that his star quarterback had been disqualified by the Dean for academic 
reasons.  

 
The coach went running to the Dean's office to protest  

and was informed that the student was caught cheating on an important 
exam.  

 
The coach demanded to know what evidence they had to prove the 
quarterback had cheated.  

The Dean explained,  
"Well, he sat right next to an 'A' student,  

the best student in the class,  
and on the first nine questions, his answers were identical, word-for-word,  
to the answers of the 'A' student."  

 
Not satisfied, the coach insisted,  

"That doesn't prove he was cheating.  
Maybe he really studied this time.  
Or maybe the 'A' student copied from him."  

 
The Dean answered,  

“I understand. I had the same concerns.  
But it was his answer to the tenth question that proved it.  
The 'A' student had written, 'I don't know,'  

and the quarterback wrote, 'I don't know, either.'" 
 

Repeatedly in the Gospels,  
we discover the Good News of the kind of rich,  

full life God wants to give us.  
 
Because He loves us so much,  

in and through Jesus Christ,  
He has offered us the full life that we want,  



for ourselves and for those we love,  
and for all God's children.  

This is a gift from God.  
 

But the gift is only for those who are willing to pay the cost.  
And by cost,  
we mean that we must first pass a major test in order to receive the gift. 

 
What, then, is the cost?  

What, then, is the test?  
Do I hear someone saying,  

"I don't know?"  
And do I hear someone else saying,  
"I don't know either?" 

 
The truth is that most of us, 

do know the price we need to pay for God's gracious gift of wholeness of 
life.  
 

That doesn’t mean we are always ready and willing to pay it.  
Consequently, the Lord Jesus is in our midst now,  

reminding us to pay the price.  
 
In today's Gospel Lesson,  

we read that at the very beginning of His public ministry,  
Jesus began His preaching with the message,  

"Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand". 
 
Repent! That's it!  

 
That's the price to be paid if we are going to experience the Good Life,  

we all need and want. 
Jesus is talking about the way we live our daily lives.  

Jesus is telling us that if there is anything in our daily living, 
that prevents our being in union with God,  
we've got to change it!  

If we claim to be a follower of Jesus Christ,  
if we claim to walk in the light of God's Love,  



and this is not reflected in the life we live we are a "liar."  
 

That's exactly the way the Apostle John lays it on the line in his First 
Epistle. 

 
If we claim, in any way even by coming to church each and every Sunday,  
to be Christ's men and women,  

and we don't show it in our daily living,  
we are lying by our very presence here.  

That may sound like pretty tough talk but, again,  
if we want to become the beautifully fulfilled persons God created us to be, 

if we want this great gift of God to enrich our souls,  
we must be willing to meet the cost. 
 

All of this means is,  
that we've got to take that deep inward journey of self-examination,  

to look at ourselves squarely in the soul,  
and to admit the need for change in our daily living,  
in order to draw ourselves into closer union with God. 

 
In today's Gospel Lesson,  

before calling Simon Peter and Andrew and the others into His service, 
Jesus said, "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand".  
In other words, "To be My follower,  

to follow My teachings,  
to accept Me as your Model for living, 

to embrace the New Life I am offering you, 
to transform not only your religion but your whole life, 
 from routine to adventure, 

you'll have to radically change your ways.  
 

"Reform your lives," cried out John the Baptist, and the people asked,  
"What ought we to do?"  

That was at the beginning of Jesus' public ministry.  
 
"Jesus is Risen" cried out the Apostle Peter, and the people asked,  

"What ought we to do?"  
For Christians, the question is not "What ought we to do?"  



 
Rather, it is "When are we going to do it?"  

 
We know the Gospel Story. We know the teachings of Christ.  

 
We know the example He gave us...  
Do we bless those who curse us?  

Do we give to all who beg from us?   
Do we do good to those who hate us?  

Do we love our enemies?  
Do we have compassion for others?  

When we see a brother or sister in need, do we see Jesus? 
 
"Reform your lives" means "Change in such a way,  

to make the doing of these things a matter of lifestyle -- our style of life."  
 
 


